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In 1498, Vasco da Gama, a Portuguese voyager, became the first European to discover the sea
route to India. He arrived at Calicut on 27 .May 1498. To secure the trade of spices and to look for
probable Christian converts, the Portuguese challenged Arab supremacy in the Indian Ocean. They fitted
their galleons with powerful cannons and established a network of strategic trading posts along the
Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf. They soon set up political supremacy along the west coast of India.
After Vascoda Gama. Captain General Alfonso de Albuquerque captured Goa in 1510 and made Goa as
the centre of their commercial and political power. Goa was under their control for about four and a half
centuries.
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