THE DUTCH

The first Dutch fleet reached India in the year 1595. They formed Dutch East India Company in
1602, but they could not maintain their influence for very long period. However, they had a large supply-
of capital and support from their government with which they ousted the British from the East Indies
(Indonesia). They also managed to establish trading factories along the Indian coast. They established
their first factory in Masulipatnam (1605), followed by factories in Pulicat (1610), Surat (161),
Bimlipatnam (1641), Karaikal (1645), Chinsura (1653), kasimbazar (1658), Baranagore (1658), Patna and
Balasore (both 1658) and Cochin (1663). These became the centres of international trade in spices, cotton,
sugar, raw silk, calico and indigo. They were welcomed by the Indian rulers in order to put them against
the Portuguese. In 1619, they were granted permission by the Mughal emperor Jahangir to trade at Surat
on the west coast and Hoogly in the east. The Dutch supremacy ended with their defeat at the hands of the
English in the Battle of Bedera in 1759.
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