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Boost to sweet potato production 

 India is joining hands with other sweet potato-producing countries in Asia and Africa in an 

intercontinental initiative to augment production of the root crop for food and nutritional security. 

Orchid named after Narendra Modi in Singapore 

 An orchid was named after Prime Minister Narendra Modi to mark his visit to the National Orchid 

Garden of Singapore – Dendrobium Narendra Modi. 

First driving licences to women 

 Saudi Arabia began issuing its first driving licences to women in decades. 

Singapore re-sanctifies 148-year-old Hindu temple 

 The Sri Krishnan Temple was established in 1870 in Waterloo Street, which was then known as 

Church Street. 

 Communications and Information Minister S Iswaran and priests flown in from India led some 

10,000 devotees at a ceremony to re-sanctify a 148-year old Hindu temple. 

First home made anti-HIV drug 

 China has approved the first domestically developed, long-acting injectable HIV drug Albuvirtide 

which could be a boon to tens of thousands of HIV/AIDS patients in the country. 

World first EPR nuclear reactor in China 

 A third generation European Pressurised Reactor (EPR) reactor in Taishan, China carried out its first 

nuclear chain reaction, an initial start up which is a world first for the much-delayed European 

technology. 
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Indian farmer in UAE sets world record 

 An Indian farmer, Sudheesh Guruvayoor from Kerala in the UAE has set a Guinness World Record 

by distributing the largest number (4,914) of organic curry tree saplings in Sharjah. 

Indonesia wins UNSC vote 

 The Maldives failed to get elected to the UN Security Council as a non-permanent member. 

 Maldives and Indonesia had contested for a seat in the UNSC, but in the plenary session held at the 

UN headquarters in New York, Indonesia won the seat after securing 144 votes against 46 for the 

Maldives. 

British women celebrate 100 years of right to vote 

 Thousands of women turned British cities into rivers of green, white and violet to mark 100 years 

since the first women won the right to vote in the U.K. 

Non-permanent members of UNSC 

 The UN General Assembly elected Belgium, the Dominican Republic, Germany, Indonesia and 

South Africa on Friday to serve as non-permanent members on the Security Council for two years 

starting in January. 

Indian Food Festival in Berlin 

 An Indian Food Festival organised at the Embassy of India saw enthusiastic participation by 

members of the Indian diaspora and Indian Community Associations. 

 This was the second edition of the India Food Festival. The first festival was held in October 2017. 

Vietnam passes cyber security law despite concerns 

 vietnamese legislators have passed a contentious cybersecurity law, which critics say will hurt the 

economy and further restrict freedom of expression. 
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 The Communist Party-dominated Assembly passed the law by a majority on June 12. The law 

requires service providers such as Google and Facebook to store user data in Vietnam, open offices 

in the country and remove offending contents within 24 hours at the request of authorities. 

Malaysia to reopen embassy in North Korea: PM Mahathir 

 Malaysia will reopen its embassy in Pyongyang, Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad has said, 

suggesting an end to the diplomatic row over the assassination of North Korean leader Kim Jong 

Un‟s half-brother in Kuala Lumpur last year. 

India to host European Union Film Festival 

 The European Union Film Festival (EUFF) will premiere in New Delhi on 18th June, 2018 at the Siri 

Fort Auditorium. 

 Slovakian Movie Little Harbour to be the opening film for the festival 

Incredible India road shows 

 The Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Tourism, Shri K. J. Alphons will attend a series of 

„Incredible India road shows‟ in the United States of America, from 18th to 22nd June 2018. The 

road shows will be held in several major cities of US including New York, Chicago & Houston. 

 

SAARC fund to launch social enterprise programme in India 

 Thimpu-based SAARC Development Fund will soon be launching a social enterprise development 

programme (SEDP) to fund 80 entities annually across the 8-member states including India. 

 The programme will be implemented in all the SAARC member states with the objective of 

identifying and building social enterprises by using a mix of grants and concessional returnable 

capital. 
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Airline adopts biofuel in green push 

 A brand new Cathay Pacific Airbus A350-1000 aircraft, which flew from the French city of Toulouse 

to Hong Kong, was partly powered by a sugarcane-based biofuel. 

Canada legalises recreational cannabis use 

 Canada has legalised the use of recreational marijuana nationwide, making it the first G7 country to 

do so. 

 Uruguay became the first country to legalise the sale of cannabis for recreational use in December 

2013. 

U.S. pulls out of United Nations Human Rights Council 

 The United States announced that it was leaving the United Nations Human Rights Council. 

International Yoga Day Celebrations in Suriname 

 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, participated in the 4th International Yoga Day 

celebrations in Paramaribo, Suriname on June 21, 2018 along with the President, the Vice President 

of Suriname and other dignitaries. 

 President of Suriname -Mr Desiré Delano Bouterse 

 Vice President of Suriname – Mr Michael Ashwin Adhin 

Inauguration of the Nature Cure Centre 

 PM Modi address at the inauguration of the Nature Cure Centre in New York, USA via video 

conferencing. 

Iran allows entry of women into stadium 

 Tehran‟s largest football stadium was to admit thousands of women together with men for the first 

time since the Islamic Revolution of 1979. 
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Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre at Dushanbe 

 Shri Gadkari was addressing the Indian Community at the inauguration of the Swami Vivekananda 

Cultural Centre at the Indian Embassy in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. 

China to build railway connecting Tibet with Nepal 

 China will build a railway connecting the western region of Tibet with Nepal, one of several bilateral 

deals signed during Nepali Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli‟s visit to Beijing. 

 The link will connect the Tibetan city of Xigaze with Nepal‟s capital Kathmandu. 

EU slaps retaliatory tariffs on U.S. products 

 The European Union (EU) slapped revenge tariffs on iconic U.S. products, including bourbon, jeans 

and motorcycles in its opening salvo in a trade war with U.S. President Donald Trump. 

Mongolia Starts Construction Of Its First Oil Refinery With $1 Billion Indian Loan 

 The oil refinery, which is to come up at Altanshiree Soum in the country‟s Dornogobi province, has 

been financed by India through a $1 billion Line of Credit extended after Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi visit to Mongolia in 2015. 

‘China proposed 2+1 format for India talks’ 

 Under the Chinese proposal, China and India can jointly conduct a dialogue with a third regional 

country in “two plus one” format for dialogue. This is different from a trilateral mechanism. 

‘Billion Tree Tsunami’ 

 Around the region of Heroshah, previously arid hills are now covered with forest as far as the 

horizon. In northwestern Pakistan, hundreds of millions of trees have been planted to fight 

deforestation across the Province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
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Netherlands parliament approves limited ban on burqa, niqab 

 The Netherlands has approved a limited ban on “face-covering clothing” in public places, including 

Islamic veils and robes such as the burqa and niqab but not the hijab, which covers only the hair. 

U.S. ends 70 years of military presence in Seoul 

 The United States formally ended seven decades of military presence in South Korea‟s capital with 

the opening of a new headquarters farther from the tense border with North Korea. 

First Sikh newsreader in Pakistan 

 Harmeet Singh, Pakistan‟s 1st Sikh News Anchor hired as an anchor by a Public news channel in 

Pakistan. 

Sri Lanka to move naval unit 

 The Sri Lanka Navy is moving its Southern Command to Hambantota. 

Kroger road test Nuro’s driverless van 

 First real-world road test of an unmanned delivery vehicle Nuro‟s “R1” van, as the largest U.S. 

supermarket operator battles Amazon. 

 


