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DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

Disaster : 

 A Disaster is a serious disruption, occurring over a relatively short time, of the 

functioning of a community or a society involving widespread human, material, 

economic or environmental loss and impacts, which exceeds the ability of the affected 

community or society to cope using its own resources. 

 In contemporary academia, disasters are seen as the consequence of 

inappropriately managed risk. These risks are the product of a combination of both 

hazards and vulnerability. Hazards that strike in areas with low vulnerability will never 

become disasters, as in the case of uninhabited region. 

 A specific disaster may spawn a secondary disaster that increases the impact. A classic 

example is an earthquake that causes a tsunami, resulting in coastal flooding. 

Natural disaster : 

 A natural disaster is a natural process or phenomenon that may cause loss of life, injury 

or other health impacts, property damage, loss of livelihoods and services, social and 

economic disruption, or environmental damage. 

 Various phenomena like earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, floods, hurricanes, 

tornadoes, blizzards, tsunamis, and cyclones are all natural hazards that kill thousands of 

people and destroy billions of dollars of habitat and property each year. 

 With the tropical climate and unstable land forms, coupled with deforestation, unplanned 

growth proliferation, non-engineered constructions which make the disaster-prone areas 

more vulnerable, tardy communication, and poor or no budgetary allocation for disaster 

prevention, developing countries suffer more or less chronically from natural 

disasters. Asia tops the list of casualties caused by natural hazards. 

Human-instigated : 

Human-instigated disasters are the consequence of technological hazards. Examples 

include stampedes, fires, transport accidents, industrial accidents, oil spills and nuclear 

explosions/radiation. War and deliberate attacks may also be put in this category. As with natural 

hazards, man-made hazards are events that have not happened—for instance, terrorism. Man-

made disasters are examples of specific cases where man-made hazards have become reality in 

an event. 

Disaster Management and its Types: 

 Disaster Management refers to manage disaster response in the country or simply it can 

be said as how we can protect or preserve many life's and property. India has been 
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traditionally vulnerable to the natural disasters on the account of its unique geo-climatic 

conditions. 

 Floods, droughts, cyclones, earthquakes and landslides would have been a recurrent 

phenomena. About 60% of the landmass is prone to earthquakes of various intensities; 

over 40 million hectares is prone to floods; about 8% of the total area is prone to cyclones 

and 69% of the area is susceptible to drought. 

 Disaster management occupies an important place in this country’s policy framework as 

it is the poor and the under-privileged who are worst affected on account of 

calamities/disasters. 

National Crisis Management Committee (NCMC) 

 Cabinet Secretary, who is the highest executive officer, heads the NCMC. Secretaries of 

all the concerned Ministries /Departments as well as organizations are the members of the 

Committee The NCMC gives direction to the Crisis Management Group as deemed 

necessary. The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs is responsible for ensuring that all 

developments are brought to the notice of the NCMC promptly. 

 The NCMC can give directions to any Ministry/Department/Organization for specific 

action needed for meeting the crisis situation. 

Crisisnt Group : 

The Central Relief Commissioner in the Ministry of Home Affairs is the Chairman of the CMG, 

consisting of senior officers (called nodal officers) from various concerned Ministries. The 

CMG’s functions are to review every year contingency plans formulated by various 

Ministries/Departments/Organizations in their respective sectors, measures required for dealing 

with a natural disasters, coordinate the activities of the Central Ministries and the State 

Governments in relation to disaster preparedness and relief and to obtain information from the 

nodal officers on measures relating to above. 

Control Room (Emergency Operation Room) 

An Emergency Operations Center (Control Room) exists in the nodal Ministry of Home 

Affairs,which functions round the clock, to assist the Central Relief Commissioner in the 

discharge of his duties. The activities of the Control Room include collection and transmission of 

information concerning natural calamity and relief, keeping close contact with governments of 

the affected States, interaction with other Central Ministries/Departments/Organizations in 

connection with relief, maintaining records containing all relevant information relating to action 

points and contact points in Central Ministries etc., keeping up-to-date details of all concerned 

officers at the Central and State levels. 

Contingency Action Plan  
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A National Contingency Action Plan (CAP) for dealing with contingencies arising in the wake of 

natural disasters has been formulated by the Government of India and it had been periodically 

updated. It facilitates the launching of relief operations without delay. The CAP identifies the 

initiatives required to be taken by various Central Ministries/Departments in the wake of natural 

calamities, sets down the procedure and determines the focal points in the administrative 

machinery. 

State Relief Manuals 

Each State Government has relief manuals/codes which identify that role of each officer in the 

State for managing the natural disasters. These are reviewed and updated periodically based on 

the experience of managing the disasters and the need of the State. 
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